GAiN
I (Kevin) had the opportunity to join GAiN (Global Aid Netwtork) on a relief and
reconnaissance trip in Puerto Rico, October 1-8th. GAiN is the humanitarian partner of
Cru, and expresses the love of Jesus Christ in the toughest places on earth by
relieving suffering, restoring dignity, and revealing hope. I functioned as the local
contact for the GAiN team to help navigate the island and make connections with our
AIA staff. Our aim was to connect GAiN staff with the key AIA staff members, local
pastors and community members to bring immediate relief through water filters, first aid
and more. Overwhelmingly, the top need in Puerto Rico was clean drinking water.
Throughout the week we were able to train and equip our staff and local churches to be
distributors of clean water and water filters in their communities.
GAiN's desire is to work through our staff members in order to help foster long term
fruitfulness of the ministry in that country. The supply chain below is how supplies will
be distributed throughout the island of Puerto Rico:

GAiN → AIA National Director → AIA Staff → Local Churches → Communities

Re-Entry Rollercoaster
Being back in Puerto Rico for a week was a blessing. It was also a difficult rollercoaster
of emotions. During the first half of the week I felt sadness and grief for our friends who

have lost much, who are adjusting to new rhythms and patterns of daily life and whose
tired faces showed their weariness and stress. Shame and guilt intruded as I entered
back into the place which I had left just two weeks earlier. I felt disheartened as I
experienced the heavy, weighty new reality in Puerto Rico, one that is much different
from that which we experienced two weeks earlier. As I brought my emotions before the
Lord He graciously revealed and corrected my hearts hidden desire - to be the hero. In
my heart I longed to be the hero. God reminded me that only Jesus is the hero of this
story. Only He can perfectly comfort, sustain and restore that which is hurting, failing
and broken. God reminded me that in Jesus there is no shame or guilt, because Jesus
took my shame and my guilt at the cross and has given me His acceptance
and approval. Only Jesus can give the water that truly satisfies and never runs dry. As I
confessed my desire to be the hero and inadequacy to play that role, The Lord
graciously gave me peace, encouragement and joy in the midst of the devastation that
surrounded us. As we served and prayed with those I love in Puerto Rico I saw Jesus
breath life, hope and resilience into them.
"Whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again."John 4:14

Orlando & Return to PR!
As I was in Puerto Rico Bre was faithfully leading our team here in Orlando. She
continued to train and help them process personal and leadership growth areas to
prepare them to return to Puerto Rico with greater effectiveness and fruitfulness. The
fruit that God is producing in all of our lives as a result of this trial is humbling to both
Bre and me. We are so thankful that God is purposeful and is not wasting our time
here. Our desire is to be back but we know that we must do so safely. Even so it has
been difficult to be away from the island and people we love. But as of this week AIA,
Cru and in country leadership all agree we can go back and do so safely! The
benchmarks for return that our leadership set up have been steadily increasing
and we are now targeting a return to Puerto Rico before the end of
October! Praise God! We are so excited and thankful to the Lord to be going back
to Puerto Rico soon. Over the next 10-14 days we will look to see continued stability in
the benchmarks for return as we engage in re-entry training to prepare our hearts and
minds to return and be faithful ministers of the gospel.

On our first full day in Puerto Rico we were able to meet with these AIA staff and church leaders to set
up a system of distribution for the water filters and other supplies GAiN will bring to Puerto Rico. There
are five churches in three different cities represented in this picture. By the end of our trip there was a
network of 12 churches that we hope will receive supplies and become distributors to the communities
they serve!
From left to right: Edrick, Keila (AIA Staff), Pastor Angel, Dr. Bob (AIA National Director), Brad (GAiN
staff), Pastor Johnny, John (Cru crisis manager), Johnny's associate pastor, Kevin.

From left to right: Daimer, Ashley, Kevin. Daimer and Ashley are two of our student leaders at Colegio
and are both disciples who are making disciples on their teams. They each said that water supplies were
limited in their cities so we were able to give them both water filters for their families. Each water filter
can clean enough water for 5 families for up to 10 years! Daimer and Ashley also want to help distribute
future water filters and supplies to their local churches!

On one of the last days of our trip we traveled to Maricao, a city in the mountains that had only two
roads leading to it. The roads had just been opened and Dr. Bob, our AIA National Director thought it
would be a beneficial trip. On the way up we saw this man made water collection system from a stream
flowing down the mountain. Cars were lined up and down the street as people from the mountain
towns came to collect water.

Pray with us...
•

Pray that God was help our staff
and churches distribute water
filters and other supplies to those
who need them most.

•

Pray that God would give us
patience and peace and to
continually draw us closer to Him
and to teach us what is means to
"Be still and know that I am God."

•

Pray that God would bring us back
to Puerto Rico safely and soon. Pray
that He would grant us unity and
oneness in Christ with our team and
ministry when we return.

•

Pray for increased circulation of the
food and water supplies from the
ports to island, especially the
mountain municipalities that are
difficult to reach.

•

Pray that God would use this event
to awaken and prepare the people
of Puerto Rico to hear and
receive the good news of Jesus
Christ.

•

Pray for us to trust the Lord and
lead our team well during this time
of preparation and growth. Pray
that we would be able to be a
blessing when we return to Puerto
Rico.

Thank You
Thank you for the eternal
investments that you are
making through your faithful
prayers and financial
partnership. Your
investment today is reaching
the hearts of college athletes
who will be tomorrow’s leaders.

